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JoRN ii. 8. 


The Wind bloweth where it Iifteth, 

and thou heareſt the Sound thereof, 
but canſt not tell whence it cometh, 
and whether it goeth : ſo is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. 


S we have had of late, and ſtill have, 
ſome among us, who pretend to a more 
than ordinary Guidance and Direction 

by the Holy Spirit of God, and talk 

of I know not what inward Feelings and ſenſible 

Motions of the Spirit, by virtue of which Pre- 

tences they have deceived, and ſtill do deceive, 

ſeveral well diſpoſed, tho* ſimple and ignorant, 

Chriſtians z it may neither be improper nor un- 

ſeaſonable on this Day (appointed as a Memorial 

of the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the A- 

poſtles at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt) it may not, I 

ſay, for the Reaſons before alledged, be thought 

unſeaſonable to diſcourſe more particularly on the 

Operations of God's Holy Spirit, to ſhew after 

wi Manner his Divine Graces are raiſed in the 

Soul, and how Men may know whether they 

are under the Guidance and Influence of this 

heavenly Gueſt. 


+ Theſe I ſhall ſpeak of with all the Plainneſs 
and Brevity I am able, and endeavour to ſettle 
in you right and true Notions of theſe high and 
| deep 
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deep Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as well for the 
Conviction of weak, wavering, and unſettled 


Chriſtians, as for rhe Confirmation of the ſtrong 
and well- grounded Believer. 


To this End, be thou pleaſed, O gracious 


Fountain of Truth! to aſſiſt me with thy Fa- 
vour and heavenly Direction, that in ſpeaking of 
Thee I may ſay nothing but the Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs, and may have a ſpecial Regard to 
thoſe Declarations thou haſt made of Thyſelf in 
thoſe divine Writings, which we believe were 
indited by thy holy Inſpiration. 


To proceed therefore according to the Method 
before propoſed, let us, 


Firft, Enquire what particularly are the Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit? Theſe with great 
Reaſon and Truth have by all, whether Divines 
or others, who have treated on this Subject, been 
divided into Extraordinary and Ordinary. The 
former may properly be called Gifts, as bein 
granted to the Apoſtles only, and the firſt Plan- 
ters of Chriſtianity, and what were abſolutely 
neceſſary to them to lay the Foundation of the 
Chriltian Faith, to build the Church of Chriſt, 
and to reduce Men from Error to an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Truth, and were therefore no 
longer continued than theſe Neceſlitics required. 
The latter, or Ordinary Operations of the Spirit, 
and what are uſually ſtiled Graces, are always pre- 
ſent in every Age and State of the Church, and 
will not ceaſe till the final Conſummation of all 
Things, as being abſolutely neceſſary to the build- 


ing, 


— 
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(7) 
ing, ſtrengthening, confirming, and eftabliſhing 
every private Believer in all Chriſtian Virtues and 


Duties; conſequently, to the preparing him for his 
eternal Enjoyment of God in Heaven. 


But as there are no great Differences among 
the many Sects and Parties of Chriſtians, with 
_ either to the Gifts or Graces of the Spirit, 
I ſhall juſt point them out to you with little or 
no Enlargement. 


The Extraordinary Operations or Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, which were peculiarly granted to 
the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, 
were ſuch as were abſolutely requiſite to propa- 
gate Chriſt's Goſpel thro' the World. Such in 
particular was (what we this Day commemorate) 


an Infuſion or inſpiring them with the Gift of 


Tongues or different Languages, whereby they 
were enabled, in whatever Countries they were, 
without any previous Inſtruction, to ſpeak rea- 
dily and fluently rhe Language of that Country 
to its Inhabitants, and thereby convey to them 
the ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt and his Religi- 
on. A Stupendous Miracle! and what could 
not but convince all that heard them of the Di- 
vinity of their Miſſion, and that they were really 
actuated by a Divine Power. 


The Holy Ghoſt not only infuſed into their 
Minds ſeveral 2 4 they were before igno- 
rant of, but alſo clearly and fully repreſented to 


them all neceſſary Truth. Men the Spirit of John vi. 13. 


Truth is come, ſays our bleſſed Lord to his Apo- 
9 
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all Things. He ſhall ſo communicate and imprint 
on your Minds the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel, 
that you may be as ſure and certain that t 
Impreſſions are derived from a Divine Power, as 
that the Words you hear from any Man, are 
ſpoken by that Man. And this is what we call 
Inſpiration. 


But how certain ſoeyer they might be of this 
themſelyes, yet as this would have been of no 
Benefit or Advantage to the World, unleſs they 
could have convinced Mankind that what they 
ſpoke was the Word of God; and as no Man 
ought in Prudence, or rather, becauſe of his Duty 
to God, to believe any Man merely upon his ſay- 
ing and confidently affirming that he is inſpired, 
ſince ſuch a Credulity could be eſteemed no bet- 
ter than Folly, and a ready paving the Way to 
Impoſture and Variety of Deceit; therefore, to 
cut off all ſuch Pretences to Infidelity, and ef- 
fectually to ſilence all Objections, the Holy Ghoſt 
enabled them to give the moſt convincing Proof, 
the moſt undeniable Demonſtration of the Truth 
and wg» of the Doctrines they preached ; I 
mean, by 
nothing leſs than a Divine Power could effect. 


Add hereto, that the Holy Ghoſt inſtructed 
them in all the emergent Difficulties of their 
Miniſtry. It was neceſſary, that they who were 
to contend againſt the united Wit and Malice 
of the World, ſhould be endowed with an in- 


vincible Courage, a watchful Prudence, and ſpot- 


leſs Purity of Manners, that they who would 
have Spies enough to obſerve all 3 
| an 


iracles, or the doing ſuch Works as 
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(9) 
and Deſigns, ſhould have ſome faithful and hea- 
venly Monitor to conduct and direct them in all 
their important and weighty Affairs, and to ad- 
viſe them in all Caſes of Difficulty: the Holy 
Ghoſt fulfilling what our Saviour had promiſed 


them, When they bring you unto the Synagogues, and rule xii. 11, 
unto Magiſtrates and Powers, take ye no Thought 12. 


how or what Thing ye ſhall anſwer, or what ye ſhall 


ſay : for the Holy Ghoſ# ſhall teach you in the ſame 


Hour, what ye ought to ſay. | 


Theſe are the Extraordinary Gifts and Opera- 
tions of the Spirit, which he continued no longer 
than the State and Exigences of his Church re- 
quired : to ſome of which, though Enthuſiaſts 
in theſe latter Ages have pretended, yet have their 
Deluſions been manifeſtly detected and diſcover'd, 
by their Inability ro perform what they ſo vainly 
and confidently promiſed. 


As to the Ordinary Operations of the Spirit, 
which are offered to all that are initiated into, 
and have taken upon them, the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant, the following may be accounted the prin- 
cipal, viz. an Illumination or Enlightening our 
Underſtandings: For though he does not preſent 
unto us any new Truths, or new Evidences of 
Truth, (as ſome conceited Euthuſiaſts pretend, 
who are apt to take all the Dictates of a warm 
Fancy, oft-times the dark Suggeſtions of Melan- 
choly, for the Motions of rhe Spirit) yet does 
he imprint on our Minds all rhe Precepts and 
Doctrines contained in the Scriprures, with ſuch 
a Clearneſs and Radiancy, with tuch Force and 
Vigour, that nothing leſs than a moſt * 
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above that ye are able; but will with the Temptati- 
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and depraved Will can wholly deface and per- 
vert his benign Influences. Agreeably where- 
unto we are told by St Paul, that it is by recei- 
ving the Spirit of God, that we know the Things 
that are freely given us of God. 


Another ordinary Operation of the Spirit, is 
Sanctification, or a regulating our Practice by 
the Will of God, as declared in the Holy Wri- 
tings of the Old and New Teſtament. Now 
this divine Work the Holy Spirit is ſaid to pro- 
duce in us by ſuggeſting good Thoughts and 
Inclinations, by bending our vitious and depraved 
Appetites, and mollifying our hardened Hearts 
breeding in us pious Habits and virtuous Diſpo- 
ſitions. For thus St Paul declares, But ye are 
waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſied, but ye are juſtified in 
the Name of our Lord Teſus, and by the Spirit of 
our God. And again, Grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the Day of Re- 
demption. He is further ſaid to excite and cheriſh 
us in the Prolecution of our Duty, and render 
us active and vigorous in the Ways of Piety and 
Virtuce. Hence they that are the Sons of God, 
i. e. that live agrecably to the Laws of Chriſti- 
anity, are ſaid by St Paul, to be led by the Spirit 
of God. . 


Again, he by his benign Influences does lend 
us ſuch Strength, and intules ſuch Sentiments of 
heroic Virtue, and the Love of God, as makes 
us more than Conquerors of whatever Tempta- 
tions attack us. And therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, 
God is faithful, who will not ſuffer ye to be tempted 
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on alſo make a Way to eſcape, that ye may be able 
to bear it. 


Laſtly, he begets in us ſuch an ardent Zeal 


and fervent Aﬀections in our Devotions, and in 


the offering up our Prayers, as may render us 
not unworthy the Interceſſion and Patronage of 


Chrift in Heaven. Hence we are faid 79 pray Jude v. 20, 


in, or by the Holy Ghofl, becauſe all the po po 
Graces and Aﬀections of Prayer are excited in us 
by him. 


Theſe are the Chief of the Ordinary Operati- 
ons of God's Holy Spirit, and are fo called, as 
being common to all Chriſtians, who are not 
unworthy of them; and are abſolutely neceſſary 
to the working out our Salvation, and making 
us fit Inhabitants of the heavenly Jeruſalem. But 
as there is no great Difference amongſt Chriſti- 
ans, with reſpect to theſe, I ſhall no further en- 
large on them, but proceed to my 


Second Enquiry, which was after what Manner 
thele divine Graces are raiſed in our Souls? To 


which the Anſwer in ſhort is, that we do not 


know: We are certain by the Effects and by rhe 
Promiſes of God declared in Holy Writ, that we 
are guided and influenced by the Divine Spirit, 
whenever we avoid and conquer Sin, whenever 
we laudably go on and endcavour to perfect our 
Chriſtian Virtues z but how to diſtinguiſh theſe 
heavenly Motions and Suggeſtions from the natu- 
ral Operations of our own Minds, we: have no 
Light to diſcover; the Scriptures being herein 
entirely ſilent, or rather declaring that the Ope- 
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rations of the Holy Spirit are not ſubject to any 
ſenſible Feelings or Perceptions. For what Com- 
munications can there be between Feelings or 
Touches, which are Properties peculiar to Body or 
Martter, and the Suggeſtions of the Spirit, which 
are of a quite different Nature? 


I know very well, that Pretenders to immedi- 
ate Revelation do talk very much of their in- 
ward Feelings; by which, if they mean that they 
are conſcious of good Diſpoſitions, or any unu- 
ſual or vehement Commotions of Mind, it may 
be very true; but if they mean that they can by 
any infallible Characters attending theſe Commo- 
tions, know them to be from the Spirit, they 
muſt give us ſome better Proof than their barely 
ſaying ſo, before we can be obliged to believe 
them. 


All reaſonable and ſober Chriſtians believe that 
the Holy Spirit works his Graces in us in an im- 
perceptible Manner, and that there is no ſenſible 
Difference between His and the natural Operati- 
ons of our Minds. To affirm more particularly 


what is the Manner of the Spirit's Operations, 


they dare not, unleſs they had Warrant (which 
they think they have not) from the Scriptures ſo 
to do. And if this be all that the Scripture lets 
us know concerning this Matter, we cannot doubt 
but God for wiſe Reaſons thinks this ſufficient 
for our preſent State. And that this is all which 
can be ee by us, the poſitive Determination 
of our Saviour in the Words of my Text is an 
evident and demonſtiative Proof. 
N 


5 

5 
* 
4 
* 


TAY WY 2 WY 


— — ” TY WW 0 WW MW ©YS-.* oP 6©- TY Q << << 


—— 


\ 
1 
4a 
F 
: 
iS 
1 H 
7 
- 


(13) 


In the Words preceding he had been diſcour- 
ſing with Nicodemus concerning Regeneration or 
a new Birth, as a neceſſary Qualification to en- 
title a Man to enter into the Kingdom of God. 


Except a Man be born again, or as in the Margin, John iii. 3; 


except a Man be born from above, he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God. Nicodemus not underſtanding 
what he meant, or diſſembling perhaps what he 
well underſtood, replies as if it were required, 
that a Man ſhould be born again in the /zeral or 
proper Senſe of the Words. For Nicodemus ſaith 


unto him, How can a Man be born when he is  ,, 4. 


old ? Can he enter the ſecond Time into his Mother's 
Womb, and be Born ? Jeſus anſwered, Yerily, 
Ferily, I ſay unto Thee, except a Man be born of 
Water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God : It is not a literal or proper Birth 
that I ſpeak of; you mult be born of Water, 
i. e. you mult, by Baptiſm, protels yourſelf my 
Diſciple, and enter into Covenant with me; and 
you mult be born of the Spirit, 1. e. you mult 
have the benign Influences of the Spirit, which 
may co-operate with, and aſſiſt you in paying 
an unfeigned and entire Obedience to my Laws. 


That which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, and that y 6. 


which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. As if he had 
faid, Every Birth, or whatever is born, mult be 
of the ſame Nature with the Principle that ge- 
nerates it, either Carnal or Spiritual. Then he 
proceeds to ſhew, that though the Cauſe of 
this, and the Manner of its Operation cannot be 
diſcerned; yet it is ſufficient in this Caſe, that 
the Effects are manifeſtly diſcernible z which he 
illuſtrates by an Inftance taken from the Wind. 
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/ Jobn iii. 7, Marvel not that I ſaid unto thee, ye muſt be born | 


again. The Wind bloweth where it liſleth, and thou 
beareft the Sound thereof, but canſ# not tell whence 
it cometh, nor whither it goeth z ſo is every one that 
is born of the Spirit. The plain and natural Senſe 
of which Words can be no other than this, or 
the like Paraphraſe. Be not ſurprized, that the 
Birth I ſpeak of is not diſcernible to the Eye of 
Senle for as the Wind, which bloweth from 
one End of the Heavens to the other, and fre- 
quently changes its Direction, and we know 
neither where it begins nor where it ends, yet 
we are aſſured there is {ſuch a Motion of the Air, 
as we call Wind, becauſe we hear its Sound, 
and perceive its Effects: In like manner the O- 
perations of the Spirit, tho' to us unknown and 
undiſcerned, yet we may be as much aſſured 
thereof, as we are of the Wind, by the Effects 
they cauſe in us, by exciting virtuous Diſpoſiti- 
ons, and renewing the whole Frame and Temper 
of our Minds. This, I ſay, ſeems to be the true 
and natural Senſe of the Words of my Text; 


and that it is ſo might be confirmed by the Au- 


thority of many Commentators, both Antient 
and Modern. 


From hence therefore we are ſufficiently warns» 
ed and inſtructed to beware of thoſe falſe Pre- 
tences of Enthufiaſits, who gravely tell you, that 
they ſenſibly feel rhe Motions of the Holy Spirit, 
that they perceive them as plainly as when their 
Bodies are ſtruck by any ourward Objects; they 
make theſe certain Signs of Mens being in a re- 

enerate State, or in a State of Salvation; they 


ask their Diſciples when, or at what Time, 1 
rlt 
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firſt felt theſe heavenly Impreſſions, and that they 
are thence to date their Converſion and Regene- 
ration; that before Men can be put into this 
falvable State, they muſt be ſeized with Con- 
vulſions, Agonies, Howlings, Roarings, and vi- 
olent Contortions of the Body, which they call 
the Pangs of the New Birth, and a Struggle and 
Contention between the good and evil Spirits. 


But do theſe Men think they do by theſe Af 
ſertions and Practices honour or recommend the 
Chrittian Religion? On the Contrary, is it not 
22 that its moſt inveterate Enemy could not 

ave invented any thong more to its Diſrepute, 
Diſeſteem, or Diſcredit? What can be Madneſs 
and Folly, it this is not? How confident foever 
therefore theſe Men may be, (and Confidence they 
never want, ſince that in this, as well as other 
Cafes, generally ſupplies the Want of Argument) 
yet believe them not; they are only Deluſions, 
arifing from Melancholy, a heated wild Imagina- 
tion, a poſitive Aſſurance, or indeed any other 
Caute, rather than the Holy Spirit of God. 


Surely every ſober and reaſonable Man, every 
Man in his Senſes, if he be a Chriſtian, will 
make no ſcruple ro believe the bleſſed 7eſus, whom 
he owns as his Lord and Maſter ; but with the 
utmoſt Indignation will reject whatever contra- 
dicts his Determinations, let it be propoſed by 
Men of never ſuch ſeeming Sanctity and Morti- 
fication. 


W hat I am apt to think has paved the Way 
to theſe Errors, is Mens confounding the Ex- 
| traordinary 
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traordinary and Ordinary Operations of the Spirit; 
as to the Extraordinary, it is not to be doubted, 
but that Men muſt be convinced by ſome inter- 
nal Conciouſneſs, however that may be raiſed 
in the Soul, of God's communicating his Will 
to them, before they can ſo much as believe it 
themſelves; for it is not to be queſtioned, that 
God can as eaſily communicate his Thoughts to 
Men, as they can to each other: But as theſe 
Extraordinary Operations ceaſed, as ſoon as the 
reateſt Part of the known World was convert- 
ed to Chriſtianity; and as their Evidences or 
Miracles, whereby they were aſcertained, then 
| allo ceaſed z and as St Paul has poſitively decla- 
Bal. i 8, 9. red, that if any Man, yea, if poſſibly, an Angel 
f from Heaven ſhould preach any other Goſpel unto us, 
than what we have received, i. e. than what is 
3 contained in the Canon of the New Teſtament, 
let him be accurſed. It theſe Premiſes be true, 
(and they cannot reaſonably be contradicted) ir 
irrefragably follows, that we have not now an 
Cauſe to expect any other than the Ordinary O- 
| perations of the Spirit, or thoſe Graces he pro- 
duces in us for the ſecuring our Salvation, and 
which are communicated to us in an impercepti- 
ble Manner, and not diſtinguiſhable trom the 
common and uſual Operations of our own Minds. 
1 God deals with us as with free and reaſonable 
| Creatures, and according to the Uſe or Abuſe 
we make of theſe Faculties, he rewards or pu- 
'k niſhes us; but had he communicated the Graces 
| of his Spirit, in ſuch a Manner, as that Men 
| 


_——  - 


could not but neceſſarily feel, and inwardly be 
ſtruck, as it were, by the Divine Motions and 
| Im- 
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Impreſtons, this would have drawn Men fo for- 
cibly, as that, like the Angels in Heaven, they 
could not poſſibly reſiſt ſo powerful a Monitor 
and. Director: But to ſuppoſe this, would be in 
Effect to deſtroy the Uſe of human Liberty, or 
the Power to chuſe and refuſe z but if this Power 
were withdrawn from Men, there would be an 
End of all Religion; for it is properly in their 
bay Agents, that Men are capable of Praiſe, 
or liable to Reproof and Reprehenſion, that they 
can with Juſtice be cither rewarded or puniſhed. 
. He that is not the Maſter of his own Actions, 
cannot be ſaid to act, but to be acted upon; and 
therefore cannot be ſwayed or influenced by any 
moral Motives or Arguments. 


In all our Diſcourſes therefore and Reaſonings, 
concerning the Operations of the Divine Spirit, 
let us carefully remember that we do not ſo at- 
tribute all to the Grace of God, as to exclude 
the Concurrence of our oẽn Wills. For tho' it 
be, as St Paul aſſures us, God that worketh in us, 
both to will and to do of his good Pleaſure z yet in 
the Words immediately preceding, he earneſty 
exhorts us, to work out our 6wn Salvation with Fear „ .. _ 
and Trembling. God does incline and move the: z. 
Will to Virtue and Piety, force it he does not; 
ſo that it will lie entirely in our own Power, 
whether we will comply with, or refuſe his hea- 
venly Suggeſtions. But to proceed to my 


Third and laſt Enquiry, which was, how Men 
may know whether they are under the Influence 
or Guidance of the Holy Spirit? The ſhort An- 
{wer to which is, by _— a Life of Piety _ 

| ir- 


he who frequently, and, as oft as he — 


618) 

Virtue, and obeying to the utmoſt of our Power 
all the Laws and Commandments of Jeſus Cbriſt. 
For the doing his Commandments is the on 
Teſt he makes of being his Diſciples. He who 
lives in the conſtant Diſcharge of the Duties he 
owes to God; he who owns him as his Lord 
and Maſter, and pays a daily, -or rather a fre- 
quent Tribute of Homage and Adoration z he 
who loves his Neighbour as himſelf, and exer- 
ciſes himſelf in being juſt, and charitable, and be- 
neficent z he who purifies himſelf from all the 
Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and keeps himſelf 
within the due Bounds of Sobriety, Temperance 
and Chaſtity, this Man is, cannot but be, ac- 
counted by God as his faithful Servant, and as 
ſuch rewarded at the great Day of Accounts. He 
who believes all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, who owns Chriſt as his Redeemer and Sa- 
viour, and believes that only thro' his Merits and 
Interceſſion he can be ſaved; he who had rather 
forfeit all the Benefits and Advantages of Life, 
than renounce his Hopes and ExpeCtations of 
being admitted to Chriſt's Kingdom: Ina Word, 


tunity, renews, at the Lord's Table, the Cove- 
nant he made at his Baptiſm, this Man cannot 
bur reaſonably think himſelf a Child of God, 


and conlequently the Spirit of God dwells in 
him; or, if you would rather have it in Words 


now more in Vogue, this Man is ſurely regene- 
rated, is ſurely juſtified. For theſe Terms, in 


plain Engliſh, and ſtripp'd of Metaphor, impl 
3 more, than a being abſolved from Guilt, * 


accounted Righteous before God; a forſaking 


the Paths of Sin and Wickedneſs, and leading a 


new 
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new and holy Life, agreeable to the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution; a thorough Change and Renovation 
of Mind and Heart. 


But when we preach to you the Doctrine of 
Regeneration, or being born again of the Spirit, 
as laid down in the New Teſtament; we dare nor, 
as ſome do, tell you that it muſt be iſtantaneous, 
and i#wardly felt at one and the fame Time; both 
becauſe the Scripture declares no ſuch Thing, as 
alſo becauſe the beft and moſt pious Men find 
by Experience, that all Virtue, as alſo Vice, is 
rue and by Degrees, that it requires a daily 

mprovement ; and that we are commanded by 
the ſupremeſt Authority to grow in Grace, and 
continually ſtrive, not to rivers in, bur to ar- 
rive at Perfection. 


When we preach to you concerning the Scrip- 
ture Notion of Juſſiſication, though we do not 
deny the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone, 
which is certainly very true in a certain Senſe, 
and is aſſerted in the ſtrongeſt Manner by our 
Church in her Eleventh Article, We are ac- 
counted, /ays fbe, righteous before God, only 
for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Fe/zs 
« Chrift by Faith, and not for our own Worb 
or Deſervings.” Yer ought we not fo to inſiſt 
on Faith alone, as if we deſigned thereby to ex- 
clude good Mors; they are both neceſſary, and 
therefore what God has joined together, let no 
Man preſume to put aſunder. 


When we preach unto you the Neceflity of 
having the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
Oo to 


y a, 4 . 
- N — 9 «x * wks 3 > = 1 py . 
Aa. _— +G— _ *, aw 2 - 


. as . 
ws He Hot —— 4 
o 


2 5 


( 20) 


to the forming an Habit of Virtue and Piety, 


we dare not bid you expect any ſenſible Feelings 


or Impreſſions, any extraordinary {Illuminations z 
both becauſe the Scriptures give us no Authority 
to make any ſuch Promiſes z yea, poſitively de- 
clare, that the Operations of the Spirit are in- 
diſcernable to Senſe; as alſo, becauſe we are per- 
ſuaded, that they are Deceits and Delufions, and 
may be attended with many dangerous and fatal 
Conſequences z inaſmuch as they who have them 
not, and yet believe they muſt be had before 
they can be entitled to Salvation, and ſtrive with 


all their Might, with Faſting and Prayer, and the 


greateſt Severities to attain them; and yet after 
much Watching and Attention find themſelves as 
far ascver from feeling any ſuch ſenſible Impreſſions ; 
what at length muſt be the Caſe of theſe miſer- 
able and diſtracted Souls, but that they fall into, 
and be plunged in the utmoſt Deſpair? A Sin 
of all others the moſt heinous, yet the hardeſt 
to be cured. On the Contrary, they who pre- 
tend to have, or fancy they have, theſe inward 
Feelings and extraordinary Motions of the Spirit, 
will as naturally be led to the oppoſite Vice, 
Preſumption, and think themſelves the only Chil- 
dren of God, and the Heirs of Heaven; and 
ſuch a Thought will ſeldom or never fail ro puff 
them up with ſpiritual Pride, and an haughty 
Contempt and Diſdain of the Generality of their 
Fellow Chriſtians ; and, tho' they may not out- 
wardly with their Mouths, yet inwardly in their 
Hearts, ſpeak with the boaſting and ſelf-conceit- 
ed Jews of old, Stand by thy ſelf, come not near 
to me, for 1 am holier than thou. 


The 
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The Advice of St Jobn is at this Time very 
ſeaſonable, and ought impartially to be conſider- 


ed, Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 1 John iv. i. 


Spirits whether they are of God; becauſe many falſe 
Prophets have gone out into the World. Examine 
carefully, whether they in all Things conform 
to the Rules laid down in Holy Writ? Whether 
they are endowed with Humility and Modeſty 
and a meek Deportment, without Boaſting and 
Oſtentation, without Calumniating and Af 
ſing their Brethren? Whether they be obedient 
to Rule and Order? Whether they ſubmit to 
the Commands of lawful Authority, their Biſhops 
and Spiritual Governors? Whether their Diſo- 
bedience can be warranted by the Pretence of an 
inward Call, tho' they ſhew no Proof of it? So 
that we may juſtly ſay to them, what St James 
ſays of Faith, Shew me thy Call by thy Yorks, or 
external Evidences in Confirmation of thy Autho- 
rity z otherwiſe what can this Pretence terminate 
in, but all the Extravagancies and Dotages of 

uakeriſm ? If they are deficient in theſe, or any 
of theſe, they have no Reaſon to boaſt of ſuch 
large Influences of the Spirit, as they imagine. 
We have now no Need or Want, nor have we 
any Warrant to expett extraordinary Prophets: 
God has given us ho laſt and beſt Revelatiqn 
of his Will, and if we are not guided and go- 
verned by it, there is no Medium, but that we 
periſh by our own Obſtinacy and Folly. 


Much 
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1 
. 92 
4 2 Pet. ul, 18, 


(22) 


Much more might be ſaid on this Subject; 
but I forbear to aggravate Things too much, 
and ſhall therefore haſten to a Concluſion. 

Let us then, as ſober and good Chriſtians, 
daily beg of God the Aid and Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit, which, tho' indiſcernable to our 
bodily Senſes, may be yet apprehended by the 
Eye of Faith; let us follow and co-operate with 
his heavenly Suggeſtions, bringing forth the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs in an holy and regular 
Life and Converſation; let us ſubmit to and o- 
bey, in all lawful Things, thoſe whom he has 
appointed his Deputies and Vicegerents on Earth, 
our ſpiritual Governors and Paſtors; let us en- 
deavour to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge w 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, and daily af- 
pire to go on from Strength to Strength, and im- 

e in all Chriſtian Virtues and Graces, par- 
ticularly in a ſound Judgment to diſtinguiſh Truth 
from Error, in an unfeigned Humility and Senſe 
of our Frailties and Imperfections, and in a ſpot- 


leſs Purity of Life and Manners, 


Laſtly, Let all who are guided and governed 


by this good Spirit; let all who profeſs and call 


themſelves Chriſtians, uſe their utmoſt endeavours 
that they may be led into the Way of Truth, 
and hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the 
Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. 
Such are the Fruits, ſuch the Marks of the Spi- 
it's co-operating with our Spirits, and accom- 
panying us in our Journey to his heavenly King- 
dom. Which that we may all obtain, _— 

is 
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his infinite Mercy grant, through our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


To whom with the Father and a Cal Spirit, 


be aſcribed by Us, and the whole brian 
Church, all Honour and Glory, now and 
evermore. Amen. 
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